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Secretary's Office; November 14th, 1S46.

To the Honorable Senate

and House of Representatives :

Agreeably to a provision of the Act of 1844, Chapter 159, I

have the honor to report the following statement and tabular re-

sults of the Registry and Returns of Births, Marriages and

Deaths, for the Registration year ending April 30th, 1846.

The number of the Births, Marriages and Deaths returned from

the several towns is, in the first place, exhibited in full, with the

population of the towns according to the census of 1840, and a

recapitulation of the same classes of facts, summed up according

to counties (pp. 3—11). The returns of the two preceding years

since the enactment of the present law serve to elucidate its

operation. The last returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths are

more full than those of either of the previous years. The num-

ber of births returned, is as 1 to 39 inhabitants (according to the

census of 1840), excluding the population of Boston
;
the number

of marriages as 1 to 122, and of deaths as 1 to 69. The absence

of returns from the city of Boston, comprising not far from one

seventh part of the population of the Commonwealth, still presents

the same important chasm as heretofore. The returns from Rox-

bury, in Norfolk county, and from Abington, in Plymouth, were

made too late to be incorporated into the tables. Those from

Roxbury were received before the printing was begun, and as

their insertion in the tabular statement required no alteration, ex-

cept in the footing of the columns, they are entered in their place

on p. 8. The returns from Abington represent 91 Births, 31 Mar-

riages, and 40 Deaths; the population, in 1840, was 3214.

Copious extracts from the communications of the town clerks

are presented in the body of notes appended to the synopsis of
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returns (pp. 13—20). The towns which failed to make returns

are specified at the end of the notes, under the heads of the sev-

eral counties.

The town clerks have sometimes returned the names of inhab-

itants, whose deaths have taken place elsewhere. When the

death is represented to have occurred in some other town of the

Commonwealth, the entry has been transferred to that town.

When elsewhere, it has been omitted, except cases of death at

sea, or in a foreign port.

Table I, in two parts, relates to births. The first part (p. 31)

exhibits the number of male and female children, and of those

whose sex is not reported, born respectively in the several months

and in the several counties. The second part (p. 32) exhibits the

cases of more than one child at a birth, arranged under the heads

of months, counties, and sex.

Table II, in two parts, relates to marriages. The first part (p.

33) records the number of marriages solemnized, in each month,

in each county of the Commonwealth. The second part (pp.

31—36) records the facts important to be observed in statistical

tables, in relation to the ages and conditions of parties to mar—
riage.

Tables III, IV, and V relate to deaths.

Table III, in four parts, records the causes of death. In the

first part (pp. 37—44), against the names of the respective dis-

eases, alphabetically arranged, is recorded the number of persons

who died of the same during the year, with a specification of the

sex, proximate age, month of decease, and place of birth, so far

as to distinguish between natives of the American town where

they died, other Americans, and foreigners. The second part

(pp. 45—50), against the names of the diseases, scientifically ar-

ranged, presents the number of deaths therefrom, in the several

counties.

The third part of Table III (pp. 51—54) presents a synopsis

of the number of deaths from each disease, or other cause, which

took place, according to the returns, in 1846, and the two pre-

ceding years respectively. The proportion of the number of each

class, in each year, to the number of 10,000, is carried out in three

other columns, afibrding the means of a perfect comparison of the

proportional mortality from different causes, so far as the returns

furnish the requisite materials. The fourth part of the same

table (p. 5o), under the heads of the respective counties, exhibits



vu

the returns of stillborn children, with a specification of the

sex.

Table IV (pp. 56—60), designed to illustrate the influence of

occupation on longevity, exhibits the number, and average age at

the time of death, of persons engaged respectively in the different

employments of life, as shown by the returns of 1846, and the

two preceding years.

Table V (p. 61), designed to furnish some illustration of the

influence of domestic condition on longevity, exhibits, against each

county, an abstract of the returns of the number, sex, and age of

persons deceased in the last registration year, under the divisions

of single, married and widowed.

Which is respectfully submitted by

JOHN G. PALFREY, Secretary.
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NOTES.

Some of the returns were accompanied with remarks by the

town clerks. From these, the following notes have been com-

piled. The design of these notes is to show the condition of reg-

istration through the State, the practical operation of existing

laws on the subject, and the views of the town clerks in regard

to such amendments as may be needed to improve the system.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Boston.—No return of births, marriages or deaths.

Chelsea.—"I presume many deaths have taken place in this town of which,

as yet, I have no record."

ESSEX COUNTY.

Andgver.—" They are all very imperfect, as respects numbers. The returns

have not been made according to law."

—

Births. " There seems to have been a

misapprehension of the law relating to the duties of school committee and town

clerk, in respect to the registration of births ; as town clerk, I forwarded the blank,

and paper, and circular to the chairman of the school committee." " The whole

number of births in Andover must have been two hundred. I was present at

about one hundred, and there are five other physicians in town." "The adjutant

general sends a blank for the enrolment of soldiers to the assessors ; they enter

the names on the blank, then sign the return at the bottom as assessors ; the town

clerk records the same, counts the numbers, and signs the return at the beginning,

and sends the same return to the adjutant; this return has the signatures of the

assessors as vouchers for correctness, and the town clerk that it is recorded,

—

and T think tlie law is very similar in intention to the law respecting the enrol-

ment of births." "I would call the attention of the Secretary to the fact, that

the law makes no provision for the future registration of the names of those chil-

dren that are recorded this year without a name.''^—Marriages. " One clergyman

informs me verbally, that ho has married about twenty couple the past year.

Another clergyman two couple, a magistrate one couple in Andover, but they

have made no return." '• Our return should have been fifty instead of thirty, if

clergymen and magistrates had returned all. The whole number of couples pub-

lished in Andover, from May 1, 1845, to May 1, 184G, is eighty. Returns have
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been partinllv and imperfectly made. Our records, for the last twelve years, are

very imperfect, as respects marriages,—little ref^ularity in the records,—and some

have made no returns for many years. Town clerks receive no compensation in

Andovcr for any service rendered the town, except recording births and deaths,

consequently they will not look up labor."

Essex.—Births and Marriages. " The returns, I believe, embrace all that have

occurred in the town during the year."

Gloucester.—Marriages. " All the persons returned have received cer-

tificates of publishment, and the presumption is, that they have been married ; but

owing to the neglect of some, and the itinerant habits of the clergy in many

cases, there remain blanks which should have been filled ; many of those com-

pleted are made by my own inquiry."

Hamilton.—" I have found it difficult to obtain the information necessary to

comply with the law ; the returns are as perfect as I can make them at this time
;

we hope to make them more perfect in future."

Marblehead.—" I feel desirous that the law should be complied with, and

have endeavored to make as complete returns as possible, though they are still

imperfect. For much of the information, I have to rely on personal application

to the parties."

Middleton.—Births. " The school committee only returned seven, the rest

(11) I have procured by personal exertions. I think the duty would be better

performed if it devolved upon the assessors."

—

Marriages. "It is believed there

has been one marriage in this town not included in this return, but no more have

been reported ; if so, it was solemnized by a clergyman not a resident of this

town."

RocKPORT.

—

Deaths. " Should inaccuracies be found in this return, they must

be charged to the sextons, most of whom made an entire failure as it regards

their returns. The clerk, therefore, has not so much time to examine and correct

as he could wish. All the physicians in town have kindly rendered the needful aid."

Salem.—Marriages. " Rev. Mr. , of St. Peter's Church, has neglected

to make any return for the past year."

TopsFiELD.

—

Deatlis. '• This return may be relied on as containing a notice of

every death that has occurred, within the time named, in this town. All have

been recorded for the last thirty-six years."

West Newbury.—BirtJis. " The return, though few in number, comprises

all in my possession ; I am well aware that the births of the past year did not fall

much short of any preceding year. The school committee for 1845, returned the

number of births in four school districts out of six ; the present year, no returns

have been made ; whether it is negligence, or exemption from the duty by the

law, is probably best known to themselves."

—

Deaths. " All that have come to

my knowledge, are nearly correct ; although often requested, the sextons have,

as yet, rendered no assistance."

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

Ashland.—Births. " It is ascertained that twenty occurred in the Hopkinton,

eight in the Framingham, and five in the Holliston portions of this town ; those

in the Hopkinton portion arc probably included in the return from that town and
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are here omitted. Those in the Framingham and Holliston portions are not prob-

ably returned from those towns, and for that reason I have taken the liberty to

make the return I have. No births occurred in this town between the passage of

the act of incorporation and the first of May, 184G."

Cambridge.—Births. " The number recorded is undoubtedly much less than

have occurred in the city."

—

Marriages. "This return embiaces probably not

more than from one half to two thirds of the whole number solemnized during the

year, and is deficient in other respects. Some clergymen make no returns, and

others return only the names of parties and date of marriage."

—

Deaths. " This

return is not complete, though more nearly so than that of births or marriages.

Few deaths are returned to me of those who are removed out of the city or to

Mount Auburn for interment."

Carlisle.—Births. "This return is the same which was made out and re-

turned to me by Dr. A. Marsh, the school committee having neglected to perform

that service."

Charlestown.—" The returns are as complete as I am able to make them,

under existing circumstances. The return of marriages is the most defective.

The pastor of the First Baptist Society has made no return for the last year ; and

the pastor of the Episcopalian Church has furnished me with no returns of mar-

riages solemnized by him since officiating in that capacity in this town."

Chel3isford.—Deaths. " Probably the whole number would not vary very far

from thirty. One of the sextons made no return."

Framingham.—Deaths.. " The sextons have not all made returns."

Groton.—"In all important particulars the returns are accurate and com-

plete."

—

Births. "The school committee have given their personal attention to

the return of births."

Holliston.—Births. "This record is believed to be perfect, and all the facts

are given that could be obtained from return by school committee. A part of

the town of Ashland was taken from Holliston last winter by act of incorporation,

and the school committee did not take the account of births, supposing this duty

belonged to the school committee there. The different parts of the town in which

the births have occurred have been arranged by school districts."

—

Marriages.

" Incomplete—I think short of the true number. It does not embrace one third of

the certificates I have given. It is the best I could do from the returns received.

I think the nature of the facts required in this matter may be a reason of their

imperfection."

—

Deaths. " Not quite perfect, though the sextons have shown a

commendable disposition to make it so. Perhaps six or eight not returned
;

some have been interred out of town, and the returns have not been furnished

me. The deaths in that part of Holliston now Ashland, (referred to in the births

above,) were returned as you have them. None returned since the act of incor-

poration from this section. In some cases, the occupation is not returned, nor is

the precise age stated. It is often difficult to obtain the exact age in months and

days. From a record kept by a person which I think is correct, the number of

deaths in Holliston, during the registration year, Avas 27. More attention would

be paid to the law if it were better known to the proper officers. Many of the

facts required are of importance, and it is to be regretted that it is not better

complied with."
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HoPKiNTON.

—

Births. "This return is believed to be nearly correct; it in-

cludes those occurrinnf in that part of Hopkinton now become a part of Ashland,

up to the passage of the act incorporating that town."

—

Marriages. " Believed to

be correct with two exceptions, and those owing to tiie misapprehension of the

clergyman in supposing it to be the duty of the town clerk to obtain the facts."

—

Deaths. " As full and correct as the returns to me will admit. The probable

number of deaths in town, the last year, was nearly forty."

Lincoln.—Births. "These are what I have picked up myself; the school

committee still refuse to make any return to me. I think the list must contain

nearly all the births in town during the year."

—

Deaths. " There have been more

than four deaths in town during the past year, but some of them have been in-

terred out of town, and no record of them made by our sexton."

Natick.—Births. " I have reason to believe that the births are stated with a

good degree of accuracy."

—

Marriages. " This return is very defective. A per-

son in this town, who, I have reason to believe, has solemnized as many mar-

riages as all others, has not returned one instance of a marriage by him the last

year, and I have not been able to obtain one after repeated solicitations. The

Commonwealth will never procure correct information, in my humble opinion, in

relation to marriages, until they affix a heavy penalty on clergymen and others for

neglect of this duty. It appears to me of the greatest consequence that all mar-

riages should be recorded somewhere, that they may be accessible to all persons

interested, from the fact that much trouble has existed and pecuniary losses been

sustained, since the operation of the pension laws, by the imperfection of town__

records. So in case of settlement of paupers ; every one conversant with such

matters knows the unlimited trouble existing for tlie want of a record of mar-

riages. If the Legislature would give a thought to this subject, the public

interest would be promoted."

—

Deaths. " I imagine they are less accurate, but

they are all I have been able to obtain of the sextons. I however feel confident

that a fevr more have happened than are stated in the return."

Newton.—Births. " You will perceive that I send you a record of one birth

only, which is all that has been received, out of probably one hundred. I have

inquired of the school committee for the births, but they have done nothing about

the record of them ; a majority of them are preachers, and they consider it too

delicate a task to meddle with. I think if it were made the duty of the assessors,

it could and would be done."

—

Marriages. " I find preachers, who, you know, do

nearly all the marrying, very strongly object to the numerous questions the law

requires them to ask ; and I don't know but the reason why so few records of

marriages are sent in, is because their returns would so far fail of answering the

law, that they do not like to have their failures exhibited. If the law be not al-

tered, I mean to make an effort to send you a more full return next year."

—

Deaths.

" The deaths, I think, are full. We have in town five sextons ; I have had to

write to, or call on four of them, to obtain their records. Perhaps the clerk has

received one fourth or one fifth of the marriages in town ; the reason why we
have received no more I cannot tell, as I have served in this capacity but a short

time."

Pepperell.—" I have adopted a system which I am in hopes will enable me to

obtain a more accurate return the coming year, of births, marriages and deaths."
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Tyngsborough.—" On making out my returns of births, marriages and deaths

last year, I thought I should be able to give you a complete and full return

the present year, and promised you that 1 would do so. I have taken unwearied

pains to obtain the names, dates, &c., contained in these returns, and, by dint of

running and racing into almost every nook and corner of the town, I have obtained

the particulars returned ; thus much I have done in order to keep my promise,

made one year ago. There has not been a single instance of full and correct re-

turn to me during the past year. I have requested, again and again, individuals

to hand in their returns to me, without effect; under these circumstances, I shall

make no further promises, but shall hereafter return such facts as are returned

to me."

Watertowx.—Births and Deaths. " No returns of births from the school

committee, or return of deaths from the sexton, in the town of Watertown, have

been received by me the past year, up to June 30, 1846. I therefore can make

no return to you."

West Cambridge.—Deaths, " The deficiency in the return is beyond the

control of the clerk. Recorded as received."

Westford.—Deaths. " The return is imperfect, containing but about one

half the number. Individuals, when requested, neglect to make the necessary

returns."

WoBURx.

—

Births. "The return of births, from the town of Woburn, for the

year ending April 30, 1846, is, in most respects, perfect." "I have used great

exertions to ascertain, and make record of all births happening in town ; eight or

ten out of this number, I have ascertained by personal inquiry. The school com-

mittee employed the assessors to attend to their duty for them ; there appears to

be a great unwillingness on the part of parents to give in the birth of their chil-

dren. I think this should not be
;
parents should be interested in this matter, and

see to it that every birth happening in their families is duly recorded, or give

such facts as ma.y be required to those who are legally authorized to receive

them, or all our endeavors to obtain a perfect registration will be of no avail."

—

Marriages. " The return of marriages from the town of Woburn for the year

ending April 30, 1846, is, T believe, full and correct, with but one exception."

'* You may be assured that if the State makes liberal provisions for carrying out

the registration, your returns will be correct; all the duties of town clerks will

be done, and, I doubt not, faithfully done; and only then. The honor of the

office, in a town like Woburn, does not pay for the work required by law. Last

year, I suggested the propriety of raising the price of certificates to one dollar,

and this, I think, would be the better way, and then the individual married would

pay all the expense ; and this he can afford to do, if he gets a decent wife, but if

not, there is no clerk who would not, out of pity, remit him the fee, and, perliaps,

make him a present in addition." "I do hope that our next Legislature will be

wise, and take this matter into consideration." "Any one conversant with the

old records of most towns, can see the necessity of the present registration law

;

there should be a perfect uniformity in records throughout the State ; in the gene-

alogy of families, heirship to property, and pauper cases, long and protracted law-

suits often occur, which might, in a great measure, be obviated, had our present

registration laws been carried into operation at the early settlement of the

3
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country. The whole cost of the present registration laws throughout the State,

(were a reasonable price paid,) would not be more than one per cent, on five hun-

dred dollars ; it would soein but reasonabh;, that this small pittance should be

paid for an object of so much importance."

—

JhaOis. " The return of deaths

from the town of Woburn, for the past year, is, in most respects, correct."

"Family records are a great assistance in ascertaining many of the facts required

by law, and one should be kept in every family ; the time and trouble of keeping

them is nothing, in comparison with the benefits derived from them ; all the facts

could be readily obtained, which are necessary to make the town records perfect.

The disease or cause of death may not, in all cases, be recorded correctly,

altliough most of them are as they were returned to me." " In some instances,

where old people have died, T have been obliged to consult the old records of the

town to ascertain their ages; this makes a great amount of Avork for Avhich we

get no pay ; this is not right." " The whole matter of registration should, in my
humble opinion, be left with town clerks, and it should be made their duty to

obtain all the necessary facts, or to employ some one to do so for them ; this is

the only way that the facts can all of them be obtained."

No Returns from Dracut and Somerville; of births from Acton; of marriages

from Dunstable ; and of births and deaths from Watertown.

WORCESTER COUNTY.

Auburn.—Marriages. " The return is as complete as I could well obtain."

Blackstone.—Births. "I have made the return as complete as I was able'^

from the return made to me, which return was made, I believe, by a person who

was very diligent in obtaining all the information he could at the time. Our pop-

ulation being of a moving character, as full information in every respect as was

desired could not be obtained."

—

Marriages. " The clergymen who have made

returns have been very punctual, Avith one exception ; that one said to me, before

making his returns, he presumed he had united more couples in marriage than all

the other clergymen in town, and when he made his returns he returned only five,

saying he had loaned the certificates of two or three, and others he had mislaid

and would look them up ; such negligence ought not to be tolerated. I suppose

that clergymen usually receive from two to five dollars for uniting in marriage,

whereas the town clerk receives his fifty cents, and not unfrequently has to travel

twelve miles, and spend half a day's time besides. I have published the inten-

tions of marriage of forty-five couples the past year, and believe that more than

thirty have been married in town."

—

Deaths. " There not being any regularly

appointed sextons in our town, it is almost impossible to get any person to engage

in collecting and making a return of the deaths, the compensation allowed by the

law being much less than it should be. I am confident there have more deaths

taken place the past year, but I return all I have been able to collect."

Brookfield.—Deaths. "There is great neglect on the part of the sextons,

and one refuses to make any return. I have obtained, I believe, all the deaths in

town, and believe them to be correctly returned."

Dudley.—Births. " I wish there was a penalty to oblige, or a compensation

to induce, the school committee, or some other person or persons to obtain cor-



NOTES. 19

rectly all the births in town. Some of the births were taken by the assessors, but

not correctly. Knowing of a number of births that were not handed in, and

wishing to have my registration more perfect, I made a circuit over the town and

obtained more than double the number that had been before handed to me, which

I think is correct."

Gard:ver.—Births. " The births were not all returned this year."

Holder.—Marnages. " I suppose there has been one marriage in this town

by a clergyman of Royalston, but no return of it has been made."

HuBBARDSTON.—" Great effort has been used on the part of the town clerk

that the returns should be correct. The return of marriages and deaths may be

regarded as substantially so. But the difficulty of obtaining correct information

in relation to births is apparent, when the fact is made known that no one takes

any interest in the subject but the town clerk alone. He has visited every neigh-

borhood in town for the purpose of collecting information for that return, and

presumes that all, or nearly all, of the births are included."

Lancaster.—Births. "No returns received from school committee."

Lunenburg.—" I have, by sending written circulars and the printed cer-

tificates, been enabled to obtain pretty full and accurate returns. I wish they

were perfect, but it is certainly not for want of effort on my part that they are not

so."

Mendon.—"Mendon contains 1200 inhabitants ; much care has been taken in

making out the returns, which renders them perfect or nearly accurate."

—

Births. "I return all the children born during the year."

North Brookfield.—" To the appointed officers much credit is due for the

pains they have taken in ascertaining the particulars so necessary to carrying out

the intention of the registration act I believe the reports to be correct in all

their details, except the places of birth of two females on the list of deaths,

which could not be ascertained. The objects and results contemplated by the

registration act are of the greatest utility, and can doubtless be effected, if the

subordinate officers will attend to their duties as set forth in the act: but it is at-

tended with considerable labor, requires much time and patience, and, I fear, will

not generally receive due attention until the fees are increased, as they are now

altogether inadequate to the service required."

NoRTHBOROUGH.—"The actual number of births in this town is probably as

many again as are recorded ; I return all that have been reported to me by the

school committee, and regret very much not to have a complete return as I had

hoped."

Princeton.—" So far as it respects the number, I believe each list to be per-

fect. The sexton and school committee have been prompt in the discharge of

their respective duties."

Westborough.—"For these last three years, I have been laboring to have

our community feel the importance of a full and correct registration ; but I find

it cannot be done by persuasion or argument, and have some doubts whether the

arm of the law would fully accomplish it. Early this summer I engaged one of

the school committee, when he numbered the children, to gather up our whole

community, that a complete registration should once be made, and by giving him

half my perquisite, or rather my fees, I have added more than two hundred names
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to the records, and some parts of families back thirty years ; so that it can be

truly said, that Wcstborough, for 1846, has a full and complete registration.

You arc aware that the new registration book receives the names promiscuously,

and not by families, and that to keep the lamily records together, a double record

must be made in every instance. My returns of births and deaths I think cor-

rect ; that of marriages is not so ; returns are not made by clergymen and those

authorized to solemnize marriages as they should be."

No Returns from Upton.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.

Amherst.—" The returns are not as full as I could wish, but are as perfect as

I am able to make them. It is much to be regretted, that those Tvho pretend to

furnish the town clerk with returns, are not more particular. One fact to illus-

trate : After the returns of Urihs were made to me, I made some little eifort to

ascertain if all had been reported, and found that /owrfecn cases were not on any

of the returns ; how many more escape the school committee and myself, I am

not able to say; but from the manner in which the returns have been made, and

the attention I have been able to give the matter, I have no doubt some are still

left off; and out of the fifty-one deaths returned, only eight were returned by

the sextons."

Belchertov/n.—Births. "The school committee have made me no return
;

what I have returned are made from general observation and inquiry. I hope I

shall be able to make more full returns the present year."

Easthampton.—Births. " The school committee have returned nine births to^

the clerk, one of which took place at Northampton. By inquiry, I have made the

number tiiirteen, which is not far from correct."

—

.Marriages. " The number is cor-

rectly returned."

—

Deaths. " We have no sexton to assist the clerk in making his

return ; neither have the inhabitants ever given themselves the least trouble in

regard to furnishing the clerk with the necessary information. I cannot see any

propriety in making the clerk subject to a fine of ten dollars for neglect of duty,

and allowing other officers whose duty it is to make returns to the clerk, to make

them or not, as is most convenient to them."

Goshen.—Births. " I feel confident that this return is correct, as the chairman

of the school committee is a physician, and well acquainted with all tlie families

in town."

—

Marriages and Deaths. "These returns are also correct."

Plainfield.—Births. " The school committee of this town have never made

any return of births to the town clerk, for the reason, as they say, that they can-

not afford to do it at the rate of five cents a birth ; neither have they engaged any

one to do it, there being no penalty for the neglect. Finding that they had not,

and would not make any return to me, I have, this year, taken the trouble to as-

certain the number of births for the year past myself, and think I herewith return

all, or nearly all, viz., twelve. There were probably as many, or more last year,

or rather year before last, although T made return of only three ; no m.ore having

come to my knowledge."

—

Deaths. " Sextons have made no return of deaths to me,

and all I have learnt of them is from our minister and physician ; the minister

keeps an account of all the deaths, that is, the date, and name, and age of the
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deceased, not noting the months and days, however, nor the place of birth, or

name of parents, &c. I believe, sir, that I herewith return you all the deaths and

marriages that have taken place in this town the year past."

Prescott.—Births. "The return contains about one half the number of

children born in this town the past year. T have, by personal inquiry, found the

names and ages of those in the list, the school committee having wholly dis-

regarded the law which makes it tlieir duty to make an annual return to the town

clerk."

—

Marriages. " The return contains probably the whole number that have

taken place the past year ; it is not so full, however, as I should have been pleased

to have had it; owing to remissness in the clerks, or persons solemnizing the mar-

riages, in regard to the various inquiries to be made, which, I think, may be obviated

by procuring the blank forms of publishments, according to your circular."

—

Deaths.

"I believe I return the whole number that have occurred during the past year.

The sextons not having paid any attention to the law heretofore, I have not been

able to make a very accurate return to some of the inquiries at the head of the

columns. I liave reminded the several sextons of their duty, and hope for a

better state of things hereafter, in regard to accuracy."

South Hadlet.—Marriages. "There have been probably two or three mar-

riages in town that have not been returned."

—

Deaths. "The return, according

to my belief, is correct."

Ware.—Deaths. "There was no return made to me by those whose duty it

was to do it, consequently I have none to make."

Westhampton.—Births and Deaths. "There seems to be difficulty after all

in obtaining perfect records of all that occur in the towns. By the only compul-

sory law on the subject, within my knowledge, parents, &c., are allowed six

months to make return of these events to the clerk, and even this law is, and ever

has been, inoperative. Then we have the services of the school committee

brought into requisition, and suppose they perform the duty prescribed, they find

that births have occurred during the year, and the parents have removed from the

town, in some instances; in others, they have, 'according to law,' from one to six

months in Avhich to make their own returns, without troubling the school com-

mittee with the business. Again, suppose the school committee decline the honor

of traversing the length and breadth of a town to obtain the record of some ten

or fifteen births, at five cents each ; how, then, shall a perfect record be made up ?

In this town, we have no sexton or superintendent of burial grounds, and in

scarcely a single instance, has any due or formal notice of either birth or death

been given to me. 1 have, however, succeeded in making out perfect records as

to the numbers and dates, and deficient only in a very few points of minor im-

portance."

Williamsburg.—Marriafxcs. "My return is incomplete; sixteen couples

have been published in this town, within the time embraced in this return. It is

much more difficult to obtain a return from those solemnizing marriages than the

others required : and, in fact, I believe they never make them hero, until solicited

to do so. I think the use of the blanks named in your circular would be of much

service."

No Returns from Chesterfield; and of deaths from PeJham and Ware.
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HAMPDEN COUNTY.

Blandford.—Marriages. " All ^vliich have been returned to me by officiating

clergymen ; probably not all which have occurred in the place during the past

year."

—

Deaths. "All which have been returned to me; probably, nearly all

which have occurred."

Brimfield.—Marriages. " T believe this return correct as to the number and

other particulars
; in many cases, the parties refused to answer the questions ; in

others, the certificates were sent for by other persons, who could not answer for

them. I know of no way to get a full return, so long as the certificate can be ob-

tained with the questions unanswered."

—

Deaths. " This return I believe to be

accurate, as far as we had the means of ascertaining ; the returns were made by

the sexton."

Chester.—Marriages. "As perfect a return as I am able to make."

—

Deaths.

" All that have come to my knowledge, and probably perfect."

Springfield.—"I can only say the same that I did last year, viz.: That the

returns of births and deaths I believe to be correct ; but that of marriages is not.

I make record, and return to you all, just as they are returned to me ; should be

glad to make full and correct returns, but cannot, for those whose duty it is to

make returns to me fail to do it."

Tolland.—Births. " The school committee have neglected to make returns

to me, and, in consequence, I am not able to give you correct returns, or at least

no further than what I have been able to ascertain myself. We will endeavor,

the present season, to give you correct returns." _
Wales.—" It seems to me to be very necessary that there should be some pen-

alty attached to the non-performance of the duties required by the law, or a

sufficient remuneration, so as to secure a full and correct return."

West Springfield.—Births. "Not a single one has been returned to me by

the school committee."

—

Marriages. " All that have been returned to this office.

Two only of the ten ministers have made returns."

No Returns from Russell; and of deaths from Palmer.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

AsiiFiELD.

—

Births and Marriages. " The returns comprise all that have come

to my knowledge, but I suppose they are not all which have occurred. The

school committee and clergymen have not attended very punctually to their duty

in this respect."

—

Deaths. " I think these are all which have occurred in this

town for the time stated."

Bernardston.—Bij'ths. "The return, prepared by E. W. Carpenter most

faithfully, is as correct, T believe, as it is practicable to make such a one."

—

Mar-

riages. " The return is, I believe, a perfect list of the marriages in this town

during the past year. We are on the boundaries of the State of Vermont, and

every year some go there, wliere the laws and practices are more lax, to be

'united with the silken cords of hymen.' I have knowledge of but one such

case this year, though probably others have occurred. Our clergymen are all to

bo commended for their effijrts to obey and carry out the provisions of the regis-
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try law, and it is now done with comparative ease, since your new form of pub-

lishment certificates have been used; I find them very useful, and well adapted to

the objects for which they were designed."—J9ea//iS. " I believe the return to be

accurate." " But it is an onerous duty on town clerks; they ought, in justice, to

have eight to ten cents for each birth, marriage and death returned by them, the

same to be paid by their respective towns. Let that be the law, and your returns

will be made nearly perfect."

BucKLAND.—" A very meagre return ; from such data as I have been furnished

with."

Charlemont.—Marriages. " As complete as it could well be made under the

existing circumstances."

—

Deaths. "The duty of collecting as well as recording

the deaths, &c., devolves upon the clerk, as there is no regular or appointed sex-

ton. The return is as complete as could conveniently be made."

CoLERAiNE.

—

Deaths. "The return is as correct as it could be made from the

information received by the sextons."

Er\ing.—Marriages. " All that have been returned, and, I think, all that have

taken place for the last year."

—

Deaths. "None have been reported to the sex-

tons for the past year ; upon inquiry, I have ascertained the particulars of three,

which I return, and believe to be all which have occurred."

Greenfield.—SiV^/i5 and Deaths. " No return of births has been made to

me, and I believe no account has been taken. The same of the deaths. The

number of deaths from my memoranda, which is nearly, if not quite correct, is

21, in a population of from 1900 to ^000.'"—Marriages. "The actual number

of persons married, of whom one party or the other resided in this town, according

to a memorandum kept by me, was twenty-five, including the above returns.

Those not returned (eleven) were married in some of the neighboring towns in

Vermont, (in Vernon, the Gretna Green of this section of country, Brattlebor-

ough, Halifax, or Guilford) to either of which places a two-and-a-half hours' ride

from here will carry them, and where they can put on the fetters without the

ceremony or delay of being published, as our laws require. Scarce a week

passes, but wedding parties of six to ten couple, friends of the bride and groom,

from this or towns below in Hampshire County, are to be seen hurrying on to

some one of the above named towns, resembling, or rather bringing to mind, little

flocks of birds flitting about just previous to migration."

Heath.—Marriages and Deaths. " There have been no returns the past sea-

son. I left it to the sextons to return the deaths to me ; consequently T have none

on record."

Leyden.—Births and Deaths. "The returns are correct. In order to procure

them, I have personally been throughout the town, as there has not been a single

return to this office during the year."

—

Marriages. " Correct, embracing every

marriage solemnized in town."

Montague.—Marriages. "None returned to me."

—

Deaths. "I am sorry

that the return is not more perfect ; I had intended that it should have been, but

the man who engaged to get the facts, omitted to make a return up to tlie twenty-

ninth of May, and it could not then well be corrected ; but I am still of opinion,

that we shall approximate nearer to the truth the next time. I see no reason why

all the facts, that is, the material ones, may not, with ease, be obtained under the

present law, as well as under any other."
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Shelbdrne.—Marriages. "1 liav&, the past year, used tlic blank certificates

of publishment you sent me, and find it makes a wondcrlul dilTerence in the

punctuality of our clero-ymcn and magistrates in makinj^ their returns for record.

I am very much in favor of these blank certificates, and ihink the returns to your

office this year will be much more full than heretofore, and mainly in consequence

of them. Clergymen, and others, have a great reluctance to make the necessary

inquiries of tiie parties at the time of solemnizing the nuptials, to fill out the cer-

tificate properly, but if they can have it done at hand, they are generally very

punctual in making their returns to the town clerks. This return, I believe, is

perfect, as the law contemplates, Aviih the exception, perhaps, of not giving tlie

occupation of some of the brides."

No Returns from Conicay, JVorihJield, am\ Rowe ; of births and deaths from

Greenfield ; of marriages and deaths from Heath, and of marriages from Montague.

BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

Alford.—Marriages. " I do not recollect of but one having occurred the past

year, and of that I am not able to give the particulars, as the person that sol-

emnized it has not made me any return."

—

Deaths. "This return may not be

complete, as the town has neglected to make choice of any person whose duty

it would be to give this information. I have myself gathered those returned."

Becket.—DeatJis. " No attention is paid by the sexton, or any other person,

to making returns of those occurring in the town; I therefore am obliged to ob-

tain information the best way I can. The return sent, I obtained from the Church

records, kept by the Rev. L. Hyde, so far as names and ages of the deceased, and-

dates of death appear; the other items are derived from other sources, and are far

from rendering it complete."

Cheshire.—Births and Deaths. " No return made."

DaltoiN.—" I have called on the pastor and physician for a list of deaths in

this town, from May 1st, 1845, to May 1st, 1846, and they have not, as yet, re-

turned any. There having been none returned from the town clerk of that year,

or from any other source, I have concluded to forward the returns of marriages

and births as they have been received."

Lee.—Marriages. " It is very difficult, as yet, to come at the ages of the par-

ties, for the ministers either do not understand their duty, or they are too diffident

to * pop the question' ; if, however, the secretary will send me a quantity of blank

forms of town clerks' certificates and clergymen's returns, I will try to remedy

that business of ages when they enter their intentions."

—

Deaths. "In procuring

the matter to make a record of the deatlis in a country town, with the statistics

required by law and courtesy, I find that I, as town clerk, have it all to do ; at

least the greatest burden comes on me. I am of opinion, Avith many others, in

this respect, that if the several town clerks w-ere appointed to gather all the facts

necessary to carry the law into execution, and to be paid a fair compensation for

the same, it would be done with the least trouble and the most accuracy."

New Ashford.—Deaths. " All that have occurred the past registration year."

New Marlborough.—Marriages. " Probably not all."
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WiLLiAMSTOWN.

—

Births. " Not a full list. The school committee did little

or nothing till the last moment, and, when prompted by me, the enumeration was

then made so hastily, that omissions were very certainly made. I am informed that

one district has not been visited at all. Probably there may be from five to twelve

omitted there. I regret to say, that, for purposes of statistical accuracy, our re-

turns are not such as the Legislature doubtless intended."

—

Marriotts. " You
are aware of the custom, so prevalent on the borders, of marrying in other States,

and it is hardly necessary to more than allude to it ; T am not certain whether all

have been returned."

—

Deaths. " No returns whatever have been made to me by

the sextons during the past year. Those returned were procured by examining

the books of an undertaker, who has made most of the cofRns in this part of the

town ; of course, he only knows to whom the coffins were charged, and the other

facts were such as his recollection (which, by the way, is nearly infallible,) could

testify as within his knowledge. It will be observed, that the number of deaths

stated at the head of this return is greater than are recorded ; this arose from the

fact of coffins having been ordered for persons of whom he knew nothing, except

that they were residents of the town."

Windsor.—Marriages. "Quite a number have been married in neighboring

towns, and out of the State, probably as many as I return."

—

Deaths. " Made out

from information derived from our minister, the sextons having made no returns."

No Returns from Great Barrington, Otis, Sandisjield, and Tyringham ; of mar-

riages from Hancock, Lanesborough, and JS^w Jishford, and of deaths from Dalton.

NORFOLK COUNTY.

Bellingham.—" The returns are not so complete as I should have liked to fur-

nish.

—

Births. The school committee have made no returns. I send you all

that have been registered the past year, the same as they stand on the registry.

—

Marriages. The return, I believe, is perfect, and I believe it contains all that have

occurred in town the past year.

—

Deaths. I send them as they stand on the reg-

istry, although the number is small, probably not one half that have happened ; the

sextons have made no returns the past year ; I have supplied them with blanks,

and think in future they will be returned."

Braintree.—Deaths. "I have made no returns of deaths. I have received

returns but from one sexton,—two deaths in his part of the town. I have taken

pains to get returns from the others, but have been unable, I furnished them all

with blanks early in the spring, hoping that I should have a correct return."

Brook:line.—Births. " The return is supposed to be pretty accurate. I have

given the subject my personal attention, and have been to every house in the

town, and, in most cases, have got the necessary information. The school com-

mittee are not willing to recognize this as among their duties, and unless it is

done by some one feeling more interest in the matter than they do, it will remain

undone. I hope the next Legislature will so amend the laws, in relation to re-

turns, that the object may be more effectually accomplished ; that it shall be the duty

of some officer or officers to make full and correct returns under a heavy penalty."

Medwat.—Deaths. " The return contains but a portion of those which have

occurred, but are all that have been reported."

4
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Needham.—Marriages. " From twelve to fifteen published yearly ; of course,

a part are married elsewhere."

RoxBURT.—"I have made as perfect returns as I could ; the next year I hope

they may be more correct." [Returns not received in time to be included in the

tables.]

No Returns of deaths from Braintree and Roxhury.

BRISTOL COUNTY.

Attleborough.—" The returns are very imperfect, but as perfect as

the materials that I have to make them with will admit. The returns of the

births are more correct than the deaths ; the physicians of the adjoining towns

and from Rhode Island practice here, which makes it difficult to get the returns.

You will see by the date of the registration that the returns were not made to me

until the 26th instant, which gave me no time to make personal inquiries of

parents, which I would have done had they been made to me in due time.

The returns of marriages are also imperfect ; thirty-one couples have been pub-

lished in this town, from May 1, 1845, to May 1, 1846. I have found some diffi-

culty in using your certificates, as many send their intentions of marriage to the

town clerk by mail, or some other way, and some do not like to answer so many

questions. The return of deaths that have been returned by the sextons is gen-

erally correct, but there are some cemeteries to which there are no sextons, and

many of the deaths I have obtained from the physicians, but ia many cases there

is a deficiency of age, birth, or parentage. I think if the whole duty of collecting

births and deaths were laid on the physicians, and they were liberally paid, we _

should have a much more regular registration. I think the fees allowed for pub-

lishing and recording the facts relating to marriages are altogether too low. I

think if the town clerks were to consult their pecuniary interest and not the good

of posterity, you would generally find a ten dollar bill to contain the most of the

return. Those who have this work to do, should be entitled to as good pay as the

legislators, for I think their labor must be much more perplexing."

Berkley.—Deaths. " There being no regular sextons in most of the small

towns, and therefore no individuals who are required by law to make returns to

the town clerk, the returns must be very imperfect, unless the clerks are at much
trouble in obtaining the information ; whereas, if the school committee were re-

quired to return deaths, as well as births, it would make the returns more perfect,

and their duty but little increased, as they could, while visiting every part of the

town to get the births, at the same time collect the number of deaths."

New Bedford.—"The returns are, as usual, undoubtedly imperfect. It has,

however, been my constant aim to reach the nearest possible approximation to

the truth, and more than this, I presume, will not be expected."

—

Births. " The

number of births, as given in the returns, is 477, which, it is believed, is very

near the actual number. These have been obtained by an individual specially

employed for the purpose, who traversed the entire extent of the town."

—

Mar-

riages. "The number of marriages is 151. This shows an increase upon the

last year of about 33 per cent. ; still it is presumed that tlie actual number has

not been reached. Much more attention, however, has been given to this law by

clergymen and others, during the past year, than formerly. The whole number
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who have entered at this office their intentions of marriage is 218 couples.

Now assuming, as heretofore, that one tenth part of these are never married,

(which, from careful observation, I believe to be the fact,) and the actual number

of marriages which has occurred during the year is 196."

—

Deaths. "The num-

ber of deaths returned is 249, showing an increase from last year of 46 per cent.

;

still the number should have been much greater. Much complaint is made by the

sextons of the inadequacy of the compensation allowed, compared with the labor

required, some of whom have given me to understand that, for the future, they

should pay no further regard to the law. Their compensation is certainly too

small, and should, I think, be at least doubled."

Norton.—Deaths. " There have been no returns made to me the past year

;

the four cases which I have returned I have procured from ray own knowledge, or

by inquiry."

Ray.\ham.—Births. " All that have come to my knowledge ; the school com-

mittee not making any return to me."

—

Deaths. " All that I have been able to

ascertain ; there are many family burial-grounds in town, which are not under the

care of any sexton, and several physicians practice here from other towns that do

not give the required information. I should think the number returned not cor-

rect."

SwANZET.

—

Marriages. "There were undoubtedly more in town than I re-

turn, but this is all the return made to me ; one minister, who, I suppose, married

some, has recently moved out of town without making any returns."

—

Deaths.

" I presume there were more in town the past year than have been recorded, but

as we have no sexton, nor has any one made any returns, I have had to collect

them from such private sources as I could avail myself of. The return is very

imperfect. The old record of births has been of use in ascertaining the age of

many."

No Returns from Seekonk ; of births from Fairhaven ; of deaths from Dart-

mouth.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

Bridgewater.—Deaths. " The return is very imperfect, because there is but

one sexton in town who has done any part of his duty."

DuxBURT.

—

Births and DeatJis. " No returns have been made to me the past

or present year."

East Bridgewater.—Deaths. " The return, though not complete, is as

nearly so as I could make it."

Halifax.—DeatJis. " The return, I am sorry to say, is not complete, owing to

people's negligence in making returns ; the whole number is complete ; I keep

the account myself, but the ages of the whole I have not been able to procure."

Marshfieli).—Births. " All which have taken place, as I have been through

the town and made inquiry under the direction of the school committee."

—

Mar-

riages. " I believe the return full and perfect."

Pembroke.—Marriages. " You will see that the return of marriages is small,

compared with last year."

—

Deaths. " The return that I send for the year past, I

have gathered myself from inquiry, not having had a single death returned to

me."



28 FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.

Plymouth.—" The returns are more complete than I have, in any preceding

year, been able to make tliem, having used the blank forms, as requested, a year

ago."

Plympton.—Marriages. " During the year past, I have given, in the publish-

ments of intentions of marriage, the particulars required in the return, and the

persons who solemnized the marriages certified the marriages on the certificates,

and returned them to me ; also, in the record of these publishments in the town

records, I stated those particulars. I made inquiries of the persons who applied

for publishments, relating to those particulars, and if the inquiries were not fully

answered, I had resort to other sources of information. I find that persons begin

to expect that such inquiries will be made, and, probably, in time to come, will be

better prepared to answer them. It appears, from the statistical tables which I

have kept in the town records, that, during 34 years, between January 1,

1812, and December 31, 1845, the whole number of publishments of intentions

of marriage in Plympton, was 317, and that 168 of the couples published resided

in Plympton after their marriage. Also that, of the 634 persons published, 249

single males married single females, 20 widowers married widows, 39 widowers

married single females, and 9 single males married widows. In said 34 years,

there were but 4 couples published who were not married, but they are not

reckoned in the above numbers."

—

Dtatlis. " There is no regular or stated sex-

ton; a person is yearly chosen by the town, to toll the meeting-house bell for

deaths and funerals, but for nothing more. The relatives of persons select some

person to officiate as sexton at funerals."

Returns of 91 births, 31 marriages, and 40 deaths were received from

Mington, too late to be included in any of the tables.

No Returns from Middleborough ; of births and deaths from Duxhury ; of

marriages from RocJiester, of deaths from Carver.

BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

Barnstable.—"That the returns are quite incomplete, I am well aware ; but

they are as full as I can make them under the circumstances."

Eastham.—Birlhs. "As the school committee have made no return, it is

probable that there are a number that have not come to my knowledge."

Provincetown.—Marriages. " The clergymen forget or neglect to make the

proper inquiries."

Wellfleet.—Deailis. " There is great difficulty in obtaining a correct list,

from negligence in sextons, in ascertaining the knowledge required by law."

Yarmouth.—Deaths. " The account was obtained by the school committee

at the same time as the births, as there appears to be no particular one who has

charge of the burial grounds,"

No Returns from Dennis and Truro.

COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY.

Edgartown.—Marriages and Deaths. "The returns of marriages and deaths

are not so full as I could have wished ; ministers are negligent in ascertaining the

ages of the parties united by them in marriage, and have laid the burden on
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me. It is frequently the case, that the gentleman about to be married, sends me
a note through a child, requesting to be published ; and, at the expiration of four-

teen days, or more, (as the case may be,) takes the same method of getting his

certificate ; by which means I have been unable to get the ages of several couples.

In regard to the deaths, I will only say, that the sexton has not, during the past

year, made return to me of a single death ; having left the collection of every

item to myself. You will, therefore, receive the returns as they are, with all their

imperfections, together with my wishes that they could have been more complete."

TisBURY.—" The clerk's ofiice is held alternately in the east and west parishes

of this town ; consequently the book and records are not so correctly kept, as if

the office was filled by one man."

NANTUCKET COUNTY.

Nantucket.—Deaths. " The return is not so complete as I could have de-

sired ; our sextons do not make their certificates full ; and, in very many cases,

my information is derived from my own inquiry of the friends of the deceased

;

and it often happens that foreigners die among us, of whom little information can

be obtained, beyond the name."
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Table I. 1. Abstract of the Returns of Births,

in the several Counties^ for each month of the year ending April 30, 1846.
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Table I. 2. Births ; Plurality Cases<



MARRIAGES. 33

Table II. 1. Abstract of the Returns of Marriages,

i7i the several Counties, for each month of the year, ending
April 30, 1846.

Counties.
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Table II. 2. Conditions and Ages of Parties to

Marriages,

for ilie year ending 'i^th Ap7'il, 1846.

(1.) BETWEEN BACHELORS AND MAIDS.
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Conditions and Ages, &c.— CoTUinued.

(3.) BETWEEN WIDOWERS AND MAIDS.
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Conditions and Ages, &c.— Continued.

(5.) CONDITION OF PARTIES NOT STATED.
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ŝ
^

i

o

8
<



38 FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.

1



DEATHS. 39

00 CM C\j Tj4 (D 00
r-» .CD 1 "^ , T-(

r-l T-H (M
OJ

iO»O>O00VO(M0000CO

;^^ a)00Cr.I>Ol>^ ^ <M(M <M<M.(MOir-lC0(/J<MCvi(MCM,_,_ii''oa^T-H III.
. ..^c^ji •



40 FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.

1

S3



DEATHS. 41

i III iCOiCOi 1 lOiCOiOOiCOii-fii-l. , T-i , , ,Ti»
-H ^ Cvj ^



42 FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.



DEATHS. 43

>0 CO to ITj

I CO I CO .

ro o o o—
<

—
' . Oi I CO

,
tH O 1> ^ "^ <N ,

--I CM Oi 1> Oi

'—
• CM 00 -^ i—

I

"O -^ i-<

^ a> ,-. ,-1 ^

T-f -^00 rJH T-H

tH r- to rH r-l CM

CM O 7-1 tH

CM lO r-H tc

Ol T-l 1> OC r-4

'-H CO >0 00

-H CM lO CM

, "-I Cv} , i-l

1-1 ,-1 CM

CQ CO J> CM

CM 00 to CM -^ 1-1

CO »-i

'O I 1-4

CM

I, -a. i f
d "o

•r3 rt o -

r^ o CM oi oi »o r-H
CM I • . O I i-< ,

, CO

'-•CM . —I 1-1

CM »-H i-< 1-1

CO rH CM '-H

Tj( , r-M r-l O CM

O lO CM CM CM CM

CM O y*

CO CO 1-1

»0 CO 1-1 i-<

CO CO T-H -H

CM 1-H

CM CO

CO

CO —4

CO 1-1

CO CM

O CO

CM

O TJ" CM

« ^ P c

^ nil fc Cl «^ <i^bD

Ch W CO W CX, •x: 3
VI xn xn m m xn m



44 FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.



CAUSES OF DEATH. 45

Table III. 2. Classification of Causes of Death in

THE SEVERAL CoUNTIES,

for the year ending Ajjril 30th, 1846.
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Causes of Death in the several Counties— Continued.
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Causes of Death in the several Counties— Continued.
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Causes of Death in the several Counties— Continued.

5-5=
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NOTES TO THE ABSTRACTS OF DISEASES.

It has been considered desirable to institute, as far as we can from the returns,

a comparison of the prevalence of particular diseases, in the same districts, for

different years. Boston having made no returns of deaths for the last three years,

the County of Suffolk is excluded in the several abstracts of deaths.

In the Tables for 1846, the Alphabetical Abstract contains the names of the

diseases, generally, as they appear in the returns. In the Classified Abstract,

they are arranged after the plan of the Registrar General of Births, Marriages and

Deaths in England, with some alterations, which circumstances in this country

seemed to dictate. They are numbered for the purpose of convenient reference,

and each class is arranged alphabetically. The numbers in parentheses, in the

following notes, are references to the heads, under which diseases are arranged

in the Classified Abstract. Those who may wish for a more particular sub-division

of the diseases for 1846, or the age or month of the year in which they occurred,

may consult the Alphabetical Abstract.

NOTES—1846.

Zimotic Diseases.—Under Cholera (1) are included 21 cases of Cholera Morbus,

and 12 of Bilious Colic. Under Fever Remittent (8) are included 3 cases of Yel-

low Fever. Under Fever Typhus (9) are included 193 cases of Fever, 46 of Brain

Fever, 5 of Nervous, 5 of Congestive, 8 of Inflammatory, 4 of Typhoid, and 6 of

Putrid Fever. Under Scarlatina (13) are included 104 cases of Canker, 34 of

Throat Distemper, and 7 of Throat Disease. Under Small Pox (14) are included

1 case of Varioloid, and 2 of the Chicken Pox.

Diseases of Uncertain or General Seat.—Under Cancer (19) are included 2 cases

of Fungus-hsematodes. Under Hemorrhage (^3) are included 2 cases of Bleeding

Piles, and 1 of Rupture. Under Scrofula (28) are included 3 cases of Humor

and 1 case of King's Evil. Under Brain, «SiC., Disease of (41) are included 38

cases of Inflammation of the Brain, 17 of Congestion of the Brain, and 4 cases

of Neuralgia.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs.—Under Bronchitis (43) is included 1 case

of Catarrh. Under Pneumonia (48) are included 95 cases of Lung Fever, 22 of

Inflammation of the Lungs. Under Disease of the Lungs (50) are included 3

cases of Congestion of the Lungs.

Diseases of the Organs of Circulation.—Under Heart, &c.. Disease of (53) are

included 7 cases of Anemia, and 4 cases of Angina Pectoris..

Diseases of the Digestive Organs.—Under Colic (55) are included 3 cases of

Constipation of the Bowels, and 1 of Painter's Colic. Under Enteritis (57) are

included 72 cases of Inflammation of the Bowels, and 32 cases of Bilious Fever.

Under Organs, &c.. Disease of (65) are included 47 cases of Disease of the Bow-

els, and 6 cases of Disease of the Stomach.

7
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Diseases of the Urinary Or/>-an.9.—Under Kidneys, &c., Disease of (75) arc in-

cluded 2 cases of Disease of the Urinary Organs.

Diseases of the Organs of Generation.—Under Organs, &c., Disease of (79) are

included 3 cases of Disease of the Ovaries and 2 of Strangury.

Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion.—Under Joints, &c., Disease of (81) are

included 2 cases of Disease of the Bones.

Diseases of the Integumentary System.—Under Skin, &c. Disease of (87) is in-

cluded 1 case of Carbuncle.

Under Casualty (90) are included 3 cases of Sun Struck, 2 cases of Killed by

Lightning, and 2 Found Frozen.

Under Intemperance (99) 1 by Chewing Opium.
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Table III. 3. Abstract of Returns of Causes of

Deaths,

in the three years 1S44, 1845 and 1846.



FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT.

Causes of Deaths— Continued.
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Causes of Deaths—Continued.
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Causes of Deaths—Contimied.



STILLBORN CASES. 55

Table IIL 4. Stillborn Cases.*

Month.

May, . .

June, . .

July, . .

August,

September,

Octoben .

November,

December,

January, .

February, .

March,

April, .

Sex.

Total, . .

Month not

stated,

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female.
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female.
Not stated

Male, .

Female.
Not stated

Male, .

Fem.ale,

Not stated

Male, .

Female.
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female
Not stated

COUNTIES.

y

Grand total,

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

Male, .

Female,
Not stated

1; 1

5

1

in II 5 2 10

3

2! 3! 4

Total.

From returns of Birtho.
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Table IV. Facts illustrating the Influence of

Occupation on Longevity, •

Showing the number^ and the aggregate and average ages of in-

dividuals differently emj:>loyed^ abstractedfrom the returns.

[Note. In 1845 and 181^, no person under 20 years of age is included in this abstract.

It is supposed that occupations have no particular influence before that time.]
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Influence of Occupation, &c.— Continued.
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Influence of Occupation, &c.— Continued.
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Influence of Occupation, &c.—Continued.
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RECAPITULATION.



INFLUENCE OF DOMESTIC CONDITION. 61

Table V. Facts illustrating the Influence of Domestic

Condition on Longevity,

Showings for each County^ the number and aggregate age of all in the

returns over 20 years old^ luhose condition is specified.
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